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Whereas, the United States is comprised of individuals from diverse 1 
ethnic, cultural, and linguistic backgrounds, and continues to benefit from 2 
this rich diversity; and 3 

Whereas, throughout the history of the United States, the common thread 4 
binding individuals of differing backgrounds has been the English language; 5 
and  6 

Whereas, among the powers reserved to the States respectively is the 7 
power to establish the English language as the official language of the 8 
respective States, and otherwise to promote the English language within the 9 
respective States, subject to the prohibitions enumerated in the Constitution 10 
of the United States, federal law and the Constitution of Arizona. 11 
Therefore 12 
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the 13 

Senate concurring: 14 
1.  Article XXVIII, Constitution of Arizona, is proposed to be repealed 15 

as follows if approved by the voters and on proclamation of the Governor: 16 
Article XXVIII, Constitution of Arizona, relating to 17 

English as the official language, is repealed. 18 
2.  A new article XXVIII, Constitution of Arizona, is proposed to be 19 

added as follows if approved by the voters and on proclamation of the 20 
Governor: 21 

ARTICLE XXVIII.  ENGLISH AS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 22 
1.  Official language of Arizona 23 
SECTION 1.  THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 24 

IS ENGLISH. 25 
2.  Preserving and enhancing the role of the official 26 

language 27 
SECTION 2.  REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENT IN THIS STATE 28 

SHALL PRESERVE AND ENHANCE THE ROLE OF ENGLISH AS THE OFFICIAL 29 
LANGUAGE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  THIS OBLIGATION INCLUDES 30 
ENCOURAGING GREATER OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS TO LEARN THE 31 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 32 

3.  Official functions to be conducted in English; 33 
definitions 34 

SECTION 3.  A.  THE OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT 35 
SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH. 36 

B.  THIS ARTICLE APPLIES TO ALL LAWS, PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS, 37 
REGULATIONS, PUBLICATIONS, ORDERS, ACTIONS, PROGRAMS AND 38 
POLICIES, BUT DOES NOT APPLY TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 39 

1.  THE TEACHING OF LANGUAGES. 40 
2.  REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE FEDERAL INDIVIDUALS WITH 41 

DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT. 42 
3.  ACTIONS, DOCUMENTS OR POLICIES NECESSARY FOR 43 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TOURISM OR COMMERCE. 44 
4.  ACTIONS OR DOCUMENTS THAT PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH 45 

AND SAFETY. 46 
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5.  ACTIONS THAT PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF VICTIMS OF CRIMES 1 
OR CRIMINAL DEFENDANTS. 2 

6.  USING TERMS OF ART OR PHRASES FROM LANGUAGES OTHER 3 
THAN ENGLISH.  4 

C.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE: 5 
1.  "GOVERNMENT" INCLUDES ALL DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, 6 

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTRUMENTALITIES OF THIS STATE OR 7 
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS OF THIS STATE. 8 

2.  "OFFICIAL" MEANS ANY FUNCTION THAT BINDS THE 9 
GOVERNMENT OR THAT IS REQUIRED BY LAW. 10 

4.  Rules of construction 11 
SECTION 4.  THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO:  12 
1.  PROHIBIT A MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURE OR ANY OFFICER OR 13 

AGENT OF THE GOVERNMENT, WHILE PERFORMING OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS, 14 
FROM COMMUNICATING UNOFFICIALLY THROUGH ANY MEDIUM WITH ANOTHER 15 
PERSON IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH. 16 

2.  LIMIT THE PRESERVATION OR USE OF NATIVE AMERICAN 17 
LANGUAGES. 18 

3.  DISPARAGE ANY LANGUAGE OR DISCOURAGE ANY PERSON FROM 19 
LEARNING OR USING A LANGUAGE. 20 

4.  BE INCONSISTENT WITH THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 21 
STATES OR FEDERAL LAW. 22 

5.  Standing 23 
SECTION 5.  A PERSON INJURED BY A VIOLATION OF THIS 24 

ARTICLE MAY GAIN APPROPRIATE RELIEF IN A CIVIL ACTION. 25 
3.  The Secretary of State shall submit this proposition to the voters 26 

at the next general election as provided by article XXI, Constitution of 27 
Arizona. 28 


